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Neo Earth: A Sorrowful Past

By Jeff Greenwood

Chapter 4: The Foxy Vixen

Kate sat up in bed and stretched. 

“Morning.” Said Khelik cheerfully. Khelik was sitting at the table with a newspaper eating breakfast. 

“Morning.” Said Kate in a perky voice. Kate saw two pieces of paper on the table by Khelik’s breakfast. 

“What are those?” asked Kate pointing to the papers

“Train tickets.” Replied Khelik between mouthfuls of pancake. Kate’s face lit up.

 “We’re taking a train?!” Kate asked. 

“Well I figured we deserved a break from walking.” Kate walked over and hugged him hard. “Thanks.” She said. 

“No problem.” Replied Khelik.

 “I just need to know one thing.” Said Kate. “Where do you get all your money? You don’t go to banks, and I don’t see people pay you.”

 “Kate.” Said Khelik. “I’m 204 years old, and most of that life has been in what can be considered ancient or medieval societies. In other words I have gold, jewels, and various currencies coming out the yin yang.” Kate smiled.

 “Nothing you say surprises me anymore Khelik.” She said. 

“That just means I’ll have to try harder.” He replied. “Anyway, after you wash up and eat we’ll go catch our train.” Kate nodded and went to go wash up.

In the depths of the Emperor’s palace the sounds of combat rise from the training hall. In it the fox vixen Carmesi duels with the black lion Sem-Deth. The two paused as they see smoke swirl, then bring forth a cloaked figure.

 “I wish to speak with Carmesi.” Kanzell announced. 

“I am Carmesi.” Replied the fox vixen approaching him. 

“The Emperor has given me leave to contract your services for a job.” Said Kanzell. 

“What kind of job?” asked Carmesi suspiciously. 

“We wish for you to kill someone.” Replied Kanzell. “Someone we have had trouble killing.” Kanzell held out a pad that holographically displayed Kate. “Her name is Kate Aryoko.” Said Kanzell. 

“A furry has been giving the monster race problems?!” asked Carmesi in disbelief. 

“It is not the furry we’re having trouble with,” replied Kanzell “it is her guardian.” The image changed from Kate to Khelik. “A human named Khelik Daikun.” Carmesi laughed aloud. 

“A human?!” she asked. “A human is giving you trouble?” 

“This human,” said Kanzell angrily “has killed two powerful monsters, and slaughtered four bandit gangs in Japan, single handedly!” 

“And you expect me to fight him?” Carmesi asked. 

“No.” replied Kanzell. “He is mine. While I fight the human you kill the cat.” 

“And what do I get out of this?” asked Carmesi.

“The monster race is prepared to do anything.” Replied Kanzell.

“Alright.” Said Carmesi slyly. “This is how it will go. I’ll fight your cat-girl, but only once, and regardless of the battle’s outcome you’ll heal me up and bring me back here. After that I never want to be bothered by the monster race again. Deal?” Kanzell paused.

“… deal.” He said shaking her hand. “Now come with me.”

“We’ll have to finish this another time Sem.” Said Carmesi turning to the black lion.

“Whatever.” Replied Sem-Deth sheathing his sword. Kanzell put his hand on Carmesi and teleported them away.

Kate and Khelik arrived at the train station in a cab. 

“I think I’m starting to get used to it.” Said Khelik.

“Used to what?” asked Kate.

“Seeing plant buildings.” He replied.

“Aahhh. Ok.” Said Kate.

“Come on.” Said Khelik. “We’re on track 5.” It took a bit of wondering, but they finally found the right train. They had their tickets punched, and were escorted to their cabin. Khelik pulled the bunk open and climbed in.

“Your going to sleep?” asked Kate. Khelik turned over to face her.

“I usually sleep on train rides.” He replied.

“Come on Khelik!” Kate said pulling on Khelik’s arm. “Show me around the train. Pleeeaaasssee?” She looked at him with a cute cat face.

“Alright, alright.” Said Khelik getting out of the bunk. Kate jerked forward into Khelik as the train left the station. “So where do we go?”

“The bar.” Replied Kate. “I feel like some sake.”

“As do I.” Said Khelik. 

“Let’s go.” Kate and Khelik walked down the cars in search of the bar, They came upon it after walking through four lines of cars. The bar had a karaoke theme to it, there was a stage at the back of the car with a TV beside the microphone. Tables and chairs were set scattered about the car, and the bar was set up against the left side of the car. Khelik and Kate took a seat at the bar, Khelik asked the bartender in Chinese for two sake. The bar tender nodded and placed a bottle of sake and two saucer cups one the bar in front of them. Khelik paid the bartender and thanked him. Khelik poured some sake in his saucer and took a sip.

“This sake is a little young.” Said Khelik. “But good non the less.” Kate took a sip from her saucer.

“I like it.” She said. “Not too strong with a pleasant taste. So what’s the plan?”

“We get off at the end of the line.” Said Khelik. “Which is India. Then we start walking again.” Kate slumped in her stool at the thought of more walking.

“Khelik,” Kate began. “I’ve been trying to work something out. You said you were born in the year 1983 right?”

“Ya.” Replied Khelik.

“Then how can you be here?” asked Kate. “It’s only 1979!”

“As I travel through universes I also travel through time.” He replied. “Only travel through the Einstein Padalski Bridge would limit me to alternate realities.”

“The what bridge?” asked Kate.

“In my universe a scientist named Einstein theorized that travel to parallel worlds was possible through a worm hole that connected all universes together. There was even a TV show based around it. Anyway, as I explained before I am pulled into Jux, so therefore space and time are open to me. First time around I ended up in Japan around 1836, during the Bakumatsu.”

“Khelik the Bakumatsu was little over 10 years ago.” Kate told him.

“Different universe, different history.” Replied Khelik poking Kate’s forehead.

“How can you keep all of this straight?” asked Kate.

“Because I’m used to thinking 5th dimensionally.” Replied Khelik.

“5th dimension?” asked Kate totally confused. Khelik took a napkin and drew a square on it, then drew an arrow to the bottom line.

“One.” He said. Then he drew a line to the vertical line. “Two.” He then turned the square into a cube. “Three.” Then a clock inside the cube. “Four is time.” He then drew other cubes. “And five is parallel worlds.”

“Cool.” Said Kate. “But from now on Khelik, you can keep all the technical stuff about time and universes to yourself k?”

“Deal.” Replied Khelik. “ Now I have a serious question for you Kate. Would you be able to kill if you had to?” Kate paused, surprised by the question.

“I… I don’t know.” She said finally. “Maybe, I wanted to kill Shogren.”

“You’re going to have to learn.” Said Khelik. Kate stared at him wide eyed, surprised by the cold comment. “I can’t always protect you. And in our situation we have to kill those who stand against us so they can’t cause trouble for us more that once. Also the less people the enemy has at its disposal, the better for us.”

“How can you be so callous towards death?” asked Kate.

“I am the Shinjin Gami, death follows in my wake.” Khelik replied staring coldly out the window.

“That’s a little morbid.” Said Kate.

“But accurate.” Said Khelik. “Everywhere I go I end up killing. I’m not saying I regret my choice, I just don’t enjoy taking life. But I do enjoy fighting, it’s calming for me.”

“Someone told me once that those who can’t think fight.” Kate told him. Khelik threw his head back laughing.

“I know tat saying.” He said. “It’s one of the dumbest I know. It is often said by people who have never fought a physical battle in their lives, and are not confronted with it daily. And fighting doesn’t necessarily mean a physical fight, it could be a heated argument between two or more people. In reality people thrive on conflict of any kind. People who say differently better take a close look at the history of our world.” Khelik sipped more sake.

“Am I going to die?” asked Kate who started to shake a little.

“I have the magical ability, herbs and potions that can heal various severalties of wounds. In other words as long as I live, you live.” Kate smiled at him and drank more sake. “Let’s go back to the cabin.” Khelik and Kate rose from their stools, Kate leaned on Khelik’s shoulder as they walked back to their cabin.

“Have you found them yet?” asked Carmesi playing with her swords.

“I have.” Replied Kanzell crossing his arms. “They’re on a train and get off in a station in India. And we can cut them off there.” A navy blue claw came out of Kanzell’s robe and pointed to a hilly grass area. “This Khelik tends to avoid using automotive transportation, along  with towns whenever possible. He’ll logically go this way because it’s the fastest rout from India to Europe.”

“Assuming they’re walking.” Carmesi pointed out.

“Oh they’re walking.” Replied Kanzell. “Khelik knows it would be easy for us to destroy any vehicle. They took the train because we had to star looking for them again. He’ll assume we’ve found them already and start walking.”

“Shall we go then?” asked Carmesi.

“Lets.” Replied Kanzell placing his hand on Carmesi’s shoulder teleporting tem away.

Khelik and Kate arrived in India on the morning of their second day on the train. The landscape was much like Khelik remembered India to be, but the buildings were tree-like, just like the other buildings he’d seen in this universe. They did not stay in the city long, Khelik was anxious to start moving again. The wooded area outside the city had trees that were so twisted it was hard to tell where one tree began and ended. The ground was reddish with patches of weed hear and there. They walked for hours, until the sun started to set behind them.

“I’d say it’s about time to camp for the night.” Khelik said stretching.

“Khelik, why do we always stop to sleep at sunset?” Kate asked.

“Well, when walking around at night, especially in a forest when I can only guess at what’s out there, is dangerous.” Khelik replied.

“Whatever, I know better than to argue with you about these things.” Kate said plopping down under a tree across from Khelik. He could tell Kate was getting annoyed with him voicing his superior knowledge.

“Khelik… Khelik!” Kate received no reply. “How the Hell does he go to sleep that fast?” Kate wasn’t very tired so she just sat there looking at Khelik. Kate had never met anyone quite like Khelik, even her father was nothing like him. Khelik was at time sweet and kind, smart and wise, but what stuck out in Kate’s mind was that all though Khelik was a good person he was still a cold hard killer. A killer who had practically become her sworn protector. And Kate still had mixed emotions about him, when she was just talking to him he was like a normal person, but when he fought he was cold and inhuman, like someone bread for combat. Kate fell asleep thinking of all the situations that could have created someone like him.

“Hey, wakeup.” Khelik was poking Kate’s forehead.

“Alright, alright! I’m up.” Kate said batting Khelik’s hand away. “Got anything to eat?” Khelik reached inside his jacket, searching various inside pockets. He pulled out empty bottles cursing in various languages Kate couldn’t understand. He finally pulled out a jar containing what looked like dried berries. He tossed one to Kate and popped one in his mouth.

“What are theses?” Kate asked.

“They’re called Murian.” Replied Khelik. “It’s best not to ask what they’re made of. They don’t taste that great… but they’re not repulsive either. And they’re quite filling.” Kate popped the Murian in her mouth. It was soft and chewy, Kate thought it tasted a little like coconut. After she swallowed she found she wasn’t hungry any more.

“Why didn’t you take these out before?” Kate asked.

“Well these are considered emergency rations, so I didn’t really think about them till now.” Khelik replied. “Best get going.” Khelik pulled Kate to her feet and they started walking again. The tree line began to thin and grass began to get thicker. They came to a clearing of hills covered in grass and no trees. Khelik put on a pair of sunglasses, he then tapped them a few times, after that he put them back.

“It’ll probably take a day or so to get through here.” He said. They walked for fifteen minutes then Khelik stopped suddenly.

“We’ve go company.” Kate looked forward to see a fox woman come over the hill in front of them.

“I’m not here for you human, I’m here for the cat.” Carmesi said looking at Khelik coldly.

“To get to her you have to go through me.” Khelik replied gripping the sheath of his katana with his left hand. Carmesi smiled coldly.

“That’s what he’s for.” She replied gesturing to the side. A seven foot navy blue muscular monster came over the hill. His legs were separated from his torso and his torso was floating above his legs. He also had a giant broad sword resting on his shoulders, and an evil grin on his pit bull like face.

“You can take her, right?” Khelik whispered to Kate.

“Should be able to, why?” Kate whispered back. Khelik then lunged forward ramming his elbow into Kanzell’s chest. Carmesi laughed.

“I’ll say this for the human, he’s spunky.” She said. Kate drew her katana.

“Lets go.” Kate said ignoring what Carmesi said. Carmesi leaned forward with her swords behind her back. Carmesi charged Kate swiping her sword up in an X, Kate blocked the attack then kicked Carmesi in the chest forcing her back. Carmesi then jumped into the air spinning her body in a spiral attack. Kate jumped back swiping her katana up. When Carmesi landed, she stood and touched the right side of her face, blood, Kate had cut her. Kate gave a smirk, proud of herself.

“Not bad cat.” Said Carmesi.

“I had a good teacher.” Replied Kate charging Carmesi swiping down hard with her katana. Carmesi had to use both swords to block the attack, she then pushed Kate off then swiped up gashing Kate’s left arm.

“FUCK!” Kate yelled in pain, Carmesi just laughed. Kate couldn’t move her left arm, the tendons had been severed. She let the arm hang lifeless behind her. Carmesi charged again, attacking with both swords. Kate blocked the downward swing, but missed the stab, which cut her on the right side. Kate staggered back blocking another attack from Carmesi. Then mimicking a move she had seen Khelik use she turned, flipped her katana along her arm and stabbed Carmesi through the abdomen. Carmesi threw Kate off her, then swiped upwards with both swords, slicing Kate’s left eye. Kate screamed out in pain and fell to her knees clutching her eye.

Khelik and Kanzell hit the ground hard, Khelik flipped up saying “Ray Wing.’ and flew into the air, Kanzell followed.

“So, long time no see Kanzell.” Khelik said with a smirk.

“How do you know my name?” Kanzell asked outraged. Khelik brought his right index finger to his mouth.

“It’s a secret.” He said with a grin. Kanzell threw an energy ball at Khelik, the ball crashed against a barrier. 

“Flare Bit.” Said Khelik pointing his finger at Kanzell, who was surrounded by miniature explosions. Khelik Then got behind Kanzell and grabbed him.

“Alright monster I need answers.” Khelik told him. “I know what will happen when you kill Kate, what I need to know is why?!”

“You seem to know a lot about the monster race.” Replied Kanzell. “You should know what we crave.”

“That isn’t an answer.” Said Khelik. Khelik cried out in pain as Kanzell’s feet dug into Khelik’s back with their talons. Kanzell then grabbed Khelik by the neck ready to pierce his throat with his claws.

“Actually it only part on the answer.” Replied Kanzell. “I was contracted by someone named Val who hates the Dragon race with a passion. He figures if you can’t just kill the Dragon race, destroy everything.” Kanzell laughed aloud. They heard Kate scream, they looked over to see Kate clutching her eye.

“SHIT!” Cursed Khelik. “Flare!” A bright ball appeared in Khelik’s had blinding Kanzell. Khelik then teleported to the ground. “Fissure!” His hand hit the ground bursting it open is a straight line towards Kate and Carmesi. The fissure blew the two apart, Khelik caught Kate and teleported them away.

“Monster.” Called Carmesi. “Heal me and take me home.”

“As you wish.” Kanzell replied bitterly. 

