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Neo Earth: A Sorrowful Past

By Jeff Greenwood

Chapter 3: Hogosha

It had been two weeks since Khelik and Kate left for Tokyo, and they were still wandering through trees.

“Alright! Stop. I’m beat.” Kate said falling to the ground. “Why do we have to walk everywhere?” Khelik smiled. 

“Well one of the reasons is because it takes so long.” He replied crouching down in front of Kate. “Also it’s easier to keep track of someone when they’re using a car, truck, etc. It’s also easier to kill someone in a cat.” Kate put up her hand to silence him.

 “And let me guess,” she said. “you haven’t been in a universe with cars for a while right?” Khelik raised an annoyed eyebrow. 

“That’s beside the point.” He replied. 

“And what about that teleporting power of yours?” Kate asked. “I saw you teleport yourself and Izan several kilometers.” 

“One should not abuse great power.” Khelik replied. Kate just growled at him. Khelik reached into his pocket and took out his PALM device.

 “GPS.” Khelik said aloud.

 “What’s that?” asked Kate. 

“A little piece of 22nd century technology, a Mini Comp.” Replied Khelik. “Right now it’s looking for some kind of global positioning system.”

 “A what?” asked Kate. 

“A group of satellites that will help to tell us exactly where we are.” Replied Khelik. “You do have satellites in this universe right?” 

“Of course.” Replied Kate a little insulted. The Mini Comp beeped. 

“We’re coming up on Yokohama.” Said Khelik pulling Kate to her feet. “Come on.” Khelik paused and looked about. 

“Something wrong?” asked Kate.

“Don’t know.” Replied Khelik. “It just felt like someone was watching us. All the more reason to get going.” Khelik grabbed Kate’s arm and ran. Coming out of the trees Khelik stopped short of running off a cliff. 

“Ngaa! What the Hell?” said Khelik regaining balance. “What’s this?”

“The ‘Rocky Wastes’ outside Yokohama.” Replied Kate.

“Aww ya got’a be kidding me!” Khelik complained. He grabbed Kate’s arm and started waling down the slop.

Half way through the Rocky Wastes Khelik stopped dead in his tracks. His left had came up to his sheath. 

“Kate, be ready, someone’s here.” He said. A dark laughter filled the air.

“You have good senses, for a human.” Came a voice. “I still have trouble believing a mere human killed Izan.” Shadows swirled before them and formed a lanky human-like figure with empty green eyes. The shadow bowed.

“I am the monster Shogren.” It said. Shogren lunged at Khelik who drew his sword blocking a claw-like hand. Shogren jumped back and disappeared into the shadows.

“Rhaa! I hate shadow monsters!” Yelled Khelik. Khelik put his sword in his left hand and drew his blaster. “Kate stay alert.” Kate had never seen Khelik so nervous before. Khelik snapped to his left, a red bolt shot forth from his blaster sparking against a rock. Laughter filled the air again.

“What are you shooting at human?” Shogren’s voice echoed in the wasteland.

“Face me in the open monster!” Khelik yelled. “Or do you fear Izan’s fate will befall you?”

“I fear nothing human.” Replied Shogren. “Least of all you.” A claw shot up from Khelik’s shadow piercing through his back. Shogren rose from Khelik’s shadow.

“See human?” said Shogren.

“My name’s Khelik., you could at least of gotten that.” Khelik replied.

“Fine ‘Khelik.’” Said Shogren. “Drop dead.” Shogren tossed Khelik like a rag doll. Kate drew her katana with a scream like that of a wild beast. A white aura swirled around her.

“YOU SON OF A BITCH!!” She yelled charging Shogren. Shogren sunk back down into the shadows. Kate leapt into the air and stabbed her katana into the shadow. There was a blinding white flash and Kate was thrown back. The light dimmed and Shogren was left standing in the open.

“So this is the power of the light crest.” He said. “No matter, I can kill you with ease.” Shogren whipped his right arm producing a sword in his hand. He lunged at Kate swiping his sword down. Kate blocked high pushing Shogren back. Kate thruseted her sword forward, Shogren bent back forcing Kate to fall over him. Kate got up and blocked an attack on her right side. She jumped back as Shogren swiped at her chest.

“What are you aiming for!?” Asked Kate angrily. Shogren just laughed. An echo rose up in the distance. The echo then became words. “…and may they be engulfed in fiery furry! Phoenix Flame!” A bright red light engulfed Shogren and exploded throwing Kate up against a rock. Rendering her unconscious.

Sunlight beamed on Kate’s face, rousing her from her sleep. Kate sat up and rubbed the sleep from her eyes. Then all of it came rushing back to her, Shogren, Khelik’s death, and the red light.

“Wait.” She thought. “How’d I get into this hotel?” She got out of bed and grabbed her katana. The door to the room opened.

“1200 yen for a bucket of ice my ass.” Said a familiar voice.

“Khelik!?” Kate yelled.

“Kate you up?” asked Khelik coming around the corner.

“KHELIK!!” Kate yelled hugging him hard.

“Kate.” Said Khelik in a choking voice. “I can’t breath.” Kate let go.

“Sorry.” She said. “It’s just that… I thought you were dead.”

“Kate,” Said Khelik sitting in a chair. “I’m 204 years old. You really think a claw through the chest is going to kill me?”

“Well I’ve heard of people living a long time without growing old.” Kate replied. “I just never thought you were…”

“Immortal?” Said Khelik.

“Well, Yes!” replied Kate. “And what the Hell happened to Shogren?”
“He’s dead.” Replied Khelik. “The Phoenix Flame is a powerful spell, it just takes some time to cast. You did a great job of distracting him by the way.”

“Thanks.” Replied Kate. “HEY! You knocked me out!” She punched Khelik hard in the shoulder. “How long was I out anyway?”

“It’s been three days.” Replied Khelik. “It gave me enough time to wash and mend my shirt and coat.” Kate walked over to the window and leaned against it. 

“Did I do well?” she asked.

“I’m not sure what you mean.” Replied Khelik.

“Did I do well against Shogren?” Kate asked again.

“Quite well actuality.” Replied Khelik. “I cast Phoenix Flame because shadow monster can’t be killed using conventional methods. Why do you ask?”

“It’s just that…” Kate said. “I feel so helpless some times. My father trained me to use a sword, and trained me well. But when I see you fight, I know I can’t pull off half of those moves. And I just feel so weak. And with dad gone I’m just so alone.” Kate broke down and began to cry.

“Hey, hey, hey.” Said Khelik softly, rising from his chair and embracing Kate. “You’re a great fighter. But you have to remember you’re still young. You have lots of room to grow and get better, with my help. And as long as I’m here you’ll never be alone. And didn’t we go over this a couple of weeks ago?” Kate punched Khelik hard in the shoulder again. 

“I just need to hear it sometimes!” Kate said annoyed with him.

“Maybe I should start wearing shoulder armor.” Said Khelik rubbing his shoulder. Kate cracked a smile.

“Did you find out anything new while I was unconscious?” asked Kate.

“Sorry no.” replied Khelik. “But I suspect our pursuers reside outside Japan.”

“Well now what?” asked Kate.

“I was thinking of staring from China and heading west.” Replied Khelik.

“You’re kidding.” Said Kate.

“No I’m serious.” Replied Khelik. “There’s no point in wandering around Japan waiting for them to come to us.”

“Do you even speak Mandarin?” Asked Kate.

“I speak English, French, Japanese, Mandarin, Greek, Spanish, Latin, Russian, and various dead languages, and some you’ve never even heard of.” Replied Khelik with bit of a grin.

“Are all immortals as much a pain in the ass as you are?” Asked Kate. Khelik just laughed. “How do you plan to get us there? I doubt you have enough local currency to buy two plane tickets to China.”

“I’ll teleport us there.” Replied Khelik.

“Really?” asked Kate “What about not abusing great power and stuff?”

“One can use great power without abusing it.” Khelik replied. “So shall we go?”

“Now?” asked Kate.

“Why not now?” asked Khelik. “We certainly don’t have anything better to do.”

“Alright.” Said Kate nervously.

“Good.” Said Khelik. “Get your bag.” Kate picked up her bag from beside her bed and tied her katana around her waist. She looked up to see Khelik waving out the window.

“What was that about?” She asked.

“Hm? Oh, someone has been observing us since we got here.” Khelik replied.

“And you’re waving goodbye to them?” asked Kate confused.

“Just having a little fun with them.” Replied Khelik. “Read?”

“As I’ll ever be.” Kate replied. Khelik smiled and put his hand on Kate’s shoulder, they both disappeared in a brilliant flash of light.

“SHIT! They’re gone!” Said a hefty man with binoculars.

 “What do mean ‘They’re gone.’?” Asked his partner. “They can’t be gone! If we lost them Lord Kanzell will have our heads!”

“I may know where they’ll be going!” The first said. 

“Well where?” asked his partner.

“To China! They said they were going to China!” The first said franticly.

“I hope we can appease Lord Kanzell with this.” His partner said worried.

Kate opened here eyes, she was standing with Khelik in an ally.

“An ally?” Kate asked.

“What?” asked Khelik. “You rather I teleport us into the middle of a crowded street where everyone can see us?” Kate remained quiet, being a little embarrassed. “Well, We’re in Hong Kong. Want to have a look around?” Kate’s face lit up and she nodded her head vibrantly. “Then let’s go.” Khelik grabbed Kate’s hand and led her out of the ally. They spent the rest of the day visiting shops, and restaurants in downtown Hong Kong. As the sun set they checked into a hotel and went up to their room.

“I had a great time today Khelik.” Kate said. “No monsters, no walking through endless forests, mountains or wastelands. And I had a lot of fun.”

“I’m glad.” Replied Khelik. “But tomorrow its back to the trail for us.”

“Alright.” Said Kate disappointed and slumping down. Khelik took his blaster from its holster and laid it on the table. “You never did tell me what that thing’s called.”

“Its full name is Chan Tech T-22 Heavy Blaster Pistol.” Said Khelik “Another bit of futuristic technology.”

“Neat.” Said Kate getting into bed. “ ‘night Khelik.”

“Good night Kate.” Khelik replied sitting down beside the window.

The hefty man hit the floor hard.

“Why do I keep humans like you around for anyway!?” Asked and angry dark voice.

“My Lord Kanzell I be your forgiveness!” the hefty man pleaded. “I may have lost them, but I know where they went!”

“You best tell me quickly then.” Replied the cloaked Kanzell.

“China! They went to China!” Replied the man. Kanzell laughed.

“Do you have any idea how big China is?” asked Kanzell grasping the man’s head. “You are truly useless.” Kanzell crushed the man’s head like an eggshell. “I may have to bring in outside help.”

“I don’t care what you do!” echoed a sinister  voice.  “I want the cat dead!”

“I shall take care of it personally.” Replied Kanzell.

“Then I expect results.” Replied the voice fading.

